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Preserve AshtonPreserve Ashton

SSARPCsupports small scale commercial supports small scale commercial 
development that preserves the unique rural & development that preserves the unique rural & 
historic character of Ashton & Sandy Springhistoric character of Ashton & Sandy Spring

What is rural village character?What is rural village character?

The rural and historic context of The rural and historic context of 
AshtonAshton

Route 108, ½ mile east of Ashton

Historic house: Mt. Airy 1799, 1845
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Clifton, 1742

Sandy Spring Meeting House, 1817

Recent development in Ashton/Sandy Recent development in Ashton/Sandy 
Spring that has rural village characterSpring that has rural village character

Slide 20

Sandy Spring Museum

Wyndcrest

Rte. 108 west of Ashton
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The elements of rural village characterThe elements of rural village character

Sandy Spring Museum photo archives

We can’t bring back the historic crossroads of Olney…

…but its not too late to get smarter in Ashton

Traditional elements of a rural villageTraditional elements of a rural village
OnOn--street parkingstreet parking

Buildings close to the street and sidewalkBuildings close to the street and sidewalk

Street trees, light fixtures, porches, awnings, signageStreet trees, light fixtures, porches, awnings, signage

Historic rural village architectureHistoric rural village architecture
Compact, Compact, walkablewalkable, and diverse, and diverse
Variety of:Variety of:

--attached and detached buildingsattached and detached buildings
--mix of uses both horizontal and verticalmix of uses both horizontal and vertical
--scale within limitsscale within limits

New rural village architectureNew rural village architecture
OnOn--street parkingstreet parking

Varied pattern of buildings to open spaceVaried pattern of buildings to open space

FaFaççade rhythm and variety of materialsade rhythm and variety of materials

http://www.tndhomes.com/phd01_images/Haile.jpg
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On street parkingOn street parking
Mix of usesMix of uses
Pedestrian and bicycle friendlyPedestrian and bicycle friendly

http://www.walkablestreets.com/Haile%20Village9.jpg

Flaws of the AMP planof the AMP plan

Out of scale with surrounding pattern of development and historiOut of scale with surrounding pattern of development and historic contextc context

Flaws of the AMP planof the AMP plan

Few buildings facing Few buildings facing 
the main road with  the main road with  
active frontsactive fronts

Poor pedestrian Poor pedestrian 
connections from corner connections from corner 
to interior of site to interior of site 

Out of scale with Out of scale with 
surroundingssurroundings

Strip mall configuration  Strip mall configuration  
puts redundant parking puts redundant parking 
and drive aisles and drive aisles 
between street and between street and 
storesstores

There’s a better choiceThere’s a better choice
An alternative plan that complies with Master Plan & zoningAn alternative plan that complies with Master Plan & zoning

An inviting village green with An inviting village green with 
pathways leading to all pathways leading to all 
destinations of the center destinations of the center 

Rural village scale Rural village scale 

No blank rear wall along MD No blank rear wall along MD 
108 108 

Active storefronts on the streets, Active storefronts on the streets, 
and parking behind buildings and parking behind buildings 

AAnchor store smaller and less nchor store smaller and less 
visiblevisible

Avoids wetlands encroachmentAvoids wetlands encroachment

On ROn R--60 avoids parking, but 60 avoids parking, but 
proposes offices in residentiallyproposes offices in residentially--
scaled buildings (through scaled buildings (through 
Special Exception process)Special Exception process)

There’s a better choiceThere’s a better choice


